ROBESPIERRE
of his colleagues likewise grew. Many honestly believed
that such popularity was a menace to republican institu-
tions. Was it possible that a man should enjoy such
prestige and not make selfish use of it? How long would
it be before he would try to give the authority he exer-
cised a more solid foundation?
Two attempts on Robespierre's life at this time stiE
further increased his popularity. Charlotte says that
there were several such attempts which he did not even
trouble to make public. Once a man of Herculean build
asked to see him in private. Left alone with him, he
threw himself upon him and attempted to strangle him.
When help arrived he took to his heels. Another time,
two men demanded a private audience. Their flight,
the moment they were questioned, left no doubt about
their intentions. But this time the would-be assassins
were caught, so there was no hushing up the matter.
The first attempt was made by Ladmird, a discharged
government employee. He came to the Duplay house
and asked for Maximilien. Hidden in his clothing was
a loaded pistol. Told that Robespierre was busy and
could not receive him, he went to the Convention hall,
where he felt sure his victim would eventually come.
Barere was in the tribune, reading a lengthy report.
It proved so soporific that Ladmiral could not keep
awake. When he woke up, Robespierre was no longer
there. So he stationed himself in the gallery leading to
the chambers of the Committee of Public Safety. But
Robespierre remained invisible. Discouraged by these
repeated failures, he decided to content himself with
Collot d'Herbois, who lived in the house where he
lodged himself and could not escape him. He waited
for him on the stair-landing, and when towards one in
the morning Collot arrived, there was a struggle and
a pistol-shot. A man who had rushed to Collot's aid
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